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Research Question Focus Group Question 
What are participants’ worldviews of 
STEM education? 

1.�  Okay, let’s start the discussion. I will be asking you 
several questions about technology, engineering, 
science and math education. What comes to your mind 
about each of these fields in STEM? 

 
Checklist as they come up (if they don’t discuss each, use 
follow up question to stimulate discussion): 
____Technology 
____Engineering 
____Science 
____Math 
 
*after discussion circulate handout on “What STEM ed” is 
and briefly review (provided in Appendix II.A.) 
 

What social networks exist that shape 
attitudinal support of education in 
general and STEM education 
specifically in this particular 
community?  
 

2.� Do you ever talk with others about schools and 
education? Who do you talk with about these things 
and in what ways? 

Follow up questions: 
a.� Does STEM education ever come up when you talk with 

folks about education?  
b.� What do you think is the best balance between an 

emphasis in STEM education & other disciplines 
(English, Art, PE)? 

 
What are the community perceptions 
of student abilities for STEM education 
(stereotypes/assumptions)? 

3.�  What kinds of kids are good at STEM ed?  
Follow up questions: 
a.�  Why? What does it take? Do all kids have this? Why 

or why not? 
b.� What percent of kids in your community, roughly, 

could succeed in STEM (or, have what it takes)? 
What are the community influences 
(parents, friends, community 
activities/investments) on children’s 
STEM interest, abilities, success? 

4.� If you were to guess, what percent of kids will pursue 
STEM classes in high school and degrees in college in 
your community?  

5.� What will encourage some students to pursue STEM 
classes and not others? 

� Follow up: Who? 
a.� Are parents influential in generating interest or 

raising expectations in STEM education? How? 
b.� What is the influence of their friends?  
c.� Who else influences kids on this? 

� Follow up: What?  
a.� What might they do to get interested? 
b. Are there any local activities or sites that might get 



�������	
�������
������	������������
��
������
�����	�������������	 �� �

�
them interested or exposed? 
c. Does the community support a science fair, STEM 
focused scholarships, or something else? other forms of 
local support? 

 
What does the community see as the 
value of STEM education, careers, 
fields? 

6. Why do you think it is, or is not, important for youth in 
Idaho to pursue learning in engineering, technology, math 
and science? 

Follow up:  
a. Important for finding Jobs? What local jobs exist that 
require math/science expertise? What local 
professionals are here that need math/science skills?
b. For being informed citizens? For helping others?  

How are STEM careers, professionals, 
and programs perceived in the 
community?  

7. There’s discussion out there about a public distrust of 
science or scientists. How would you describe the level of 
trust for science or scientists in your community? 

Follow up: 
a.� What types of people, or professions, come to mind 

when you think about scientists?  
b.� What do you think this distrust, or level of trust, 

comes from? 
 
8. There’s, also, discussion about conflicts between science 
and religion. Do you, or others in the community, feel that 
there is a conflict? In what ways? 

Follow up questions: 
a.� Climate change, evolution, stem cell research, sex 

education. 
What are the community’s 
perceptions of the local education 
system that promotes or creates 
barriers to their children’s STEM 
educational experience. 

9. Let’s talk more specifically about schools for a bit. What, if 
anything, is going on in your local schools that affects 
students’ experience with the fields of science, technology, 
math and engineering? 

Follow up question: 
a.�  What specifically are some of the things happening 

in schools that are successful in supporting student 
STEM achievement? 

b.� What specifically are some of the things happening 
in the schools that lead to poor success in STEM 
achievement? 

c.� If you could change things in school, how would you 
balance STEM education and other disciplines or 
programs (English, Art, PE)? 

d.�  (For teachers only): What, if any, of this is 
connected to the local community and how? 

�

�
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